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What is Social Bookmarking?

Any internet user has favourite websites. The Microsoft browser, Internet Explorer, calls them Favourites and other browsers refer to Bookmarks. Whatever the name, they share the purpose of saving the locations of your favourite websites so that you can easily return to them. If you use the Favourites or Bookmarks feature in your browser, you already know this. 

Those bookmarks are stored only on your PC – they are not available to you while at work, travelling or on vacation. Social bookmarking is the idea of being able to share your bookmarks (favourite websites that you ‘bookmark’) with other people and you can use theirs. In addition, social bookmarking provides a way for you to access your bookmarks from any Internet-connected computer worldwide! This accomplishes three things:

1. Your bookmarks are accessible not just from one computer, but from anywhere you can access the Web;

2. Instead of having a huge list of disorganized bookmarks or favorites in your browser, you have a database of organized bookmarks where it is easy to locate what you need; and 

3. You are participating in a community that has found websites good enough to remember, not just those indiscriminately thrown up by a search engine.

There are several websites offering social bookmarking services; digg, furl, reedit, StumbleUpon, and del.icio.us are among the most popular. We are going to use del.icio.us in this tutorial because it has one of the highest levels of contributors and, as you will see, has tools that integrate with your browser to make social bookmarking (a.k.a ‘tagging) an easy habit to develop.
Ten Reasons You Should Use Del.icio.us

1. Save site found using multiple computers (home and school) to one resource.

2. Access your bookmarks anywhere you have web access.

3. Continue to access your bookmarks even when your computer crashes or you get a new computer.

4. Share web sites with your learners or peers.

5. Search your bookmarks by keywords and tags.

6. Use related tags to narrow or extend your searches.

7. Display your saved web site links by category.

8. Learn about new sites from your other del.icio.us users.

9. Subscribe to other users’ del.icio.us bookmarks.

10. Check out recently posted and popular sites.

Del.icio.us ?

It is possible to use del.icio.us simply as a site for saving your favourites/bookmarks online but it is more than that. It is your personal web site where you can store and categorise your bookmarks. You can use it for recipes, gift lists, travel sites and more. You can also learn what web sites others find interesting. Del.icio.us allows you to save a link to anything you view on the web. You can also use it to share what you read on the web with other teachers or with your learners.

It has many educational possibilities:

1. Web sites for learner research or projects

2. Books recommendations

3. Professional research

4. List of books you would like to read

5. Placing web links on your module’s  web page

6. Learners can find resources at home and access them at school and vice versa

7. Share what you are reading or view what your peers are reading on the web

8. Web site collections tagged by school topic

Once you start using it, you will think of even more ways you can use del.icio.us.

Most importantly, del.icio.us will help you organize and find the web sites that you think are important and may wish to visit again.

Getting Started

Del.icio.us is easy to use, but unfortunately, it is very poorly documented. If you are stuck, there may not be much to help you. However, it is difficult to be stuck, because the interface is so plain (positively minimalist) which means there is very little to get wrong!

There are two steps to getting started with del.icio.us:

First, you have to register. Go to: http://del.icio.us/ (Yes, it is a bizarre web address! However, http://www.delicious.com also works now.) Click on the ‘Join Now’ link.

Registration is very simple. Just choose a unique username and a password. You can have as many identities as you want to use to help you organise your links.

The second part is offers you the opportunity to integrate del.icio.us with your browser. There are instructions available on the del.icio.us page for most browsers so follow the directions on the del.icio.us site and you should end up with a new toolbar. Once it is there though, you will be able to use it at any time to add bookmarks to your del.icio.us web page (see next section).

Using del.icio.us

Whenever you find something you want to save while you are browsing the Internet just click on your post to del.icio.us button on the toolbar. For this example, you are going to start by adding two links to fun sites.
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First browse to the site you want to bookmark and then click on ‘Post to del.icio.us’ button on your toolbar.
A window similar to the one shown below should appear. Let us examine this screen.
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Name of your bookmarks – You should see your user name at the top-right of your screen.

URL and description - These were added automatically. You can edit these if you want. Editing the url does not make much sense, but sometimes the description is not very helpful. It is more likely however that you will add something to the extended field (see below).

Notes – In this field, you can add a brief description to remind yourself what the site is about.

When posting sites to del.icio.us in the future, you may want to copy some text from the web page to paste into the notes field before clicking on the post to del.icio.us link.
Tags - Tags are the key to searching your del.icio.us entries. Always take the time to add tags. The screen shot above shows three sets of possible tags but since this is the first link you have added, you will only see one set. The first set in the screenshot above is recommended tags which list del.icio.us’s best guess as to what the page is about based on tags you have already used. Then there are your tags. The third group are popular tags used by other people who have bookmarked this page – this is the only set you will see the first time you use the post to del.icio.us tool. To use an existing tag, just click on it and it will be entered for you. You can also simply type your own tags in directly, but you can only use single words.

If you want a multi-word tag, use an underscore, or simply omit the spaces (e.g. ‘social_bookmarking’). The system makes no distinction between upper and lower case letters, but you can use capitals if you want. Enter the tags as shown in the above example. (You might remember to provide for American spelling.) Click on the Save button to save and continue browsing.

Add another entry

Go to another site. Create a del.icio.us bookmark. 
This time you should see the two sets of suggested tags as in the screen shot above. The third suggestion will be based on your existing tags as you begin to type, words spelt similarly will be offered to you. Decide for yourself which tags you want to use.

Viewing and Editing your del.icio.us Entries

To see your bookmarks, go to the address shown below, but replace <yourname> with the user name you created when you registered with del.icio.us: http://del.icio.us/<yourname>

Anyone can access your bookmarks just by going to this address. You may have noticed that you can check an entry as ‘do not share’ when you create a post. You can also do this later by editing your entry.
You should see the bookmarks you have just created on the left of the screen and the tags you have used so far on the right of the screen. Click on the title of the bookmark to go to web page, or click on the word edit to make changes. That is it. You have created and used an online bookmark list!

Tags and searching in del.icio.us (the power of del.icio.us)

Tagging is at the core of del.icio.us. Using your browser to store links is often limited to storing the URL and only the title of the page you are looking at, the sites bookmarked sometimes had names that did not necessarily reflect the content that was important. For example, a link called “Kids Count”  might be a math site, a survey, or a site promoting kids.. Below is a description of the site:

“KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, is a national and state-by-state effort to track the status of children in the U.S. By providing policymakers and citizens with benchmarks of child well-being, seeks to enrich local, state, and national discussions concerning ways to secure better futures for all children.” http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/

When you bookmark a site with del.icio.us, you can add your own description and tags to help you remember what it is and to help you find it again in the future. You can search for sites using words from the description field, words you used in the extended description field or in the tags you used when the site was saved This is a very powerful and useful tool. The search form is simple and easy to use. You can just type in the word(s) you are looking for and click Search. Enter search keywords in the search box at the top of the screen and see what you find. You can tighten the scope of the search. By default, this searches all of del.icio.us but you can restrict it to your own bookmarks or your networks bookmarks (more of that later).
The search function works, but the tags are even better! First, make sure you are back at your bookmark page by going to http://del.icio.us/<yourname>/ again – replacing <yourname> with whatever your username is.

Click on a tag in the list at the right hand side of the screen, and you will see at least one link – since this is a list of your tags. On the very right side are your tags, but a new column beside that and to the left are your related tags. You can move between tags very easily with this, but you can also add tags. In other words, if you were in one tag and wanted to see everything that was tagged both with that tag and with another, you would click on the “+” sign beside the other tag. You can do this for as deep as the matching tags go.

Also beneath those, you will see a link to a list of links by all users using that tag. This is where the ‘social’ in social bookmarking comes from. 
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Other tags can be added by joining tags together with + signs. For example to see if anyone has saved a page about Wales and CPD (continuing professional development) you could try going to http://del.icio.us/tag/Wales+CPD
del.icio.us Features

This section will go through some of the del.icio.us features that are of interest to us now. You may or may not want to use any of these features immediately. However, you should be aware of them for later reference.

People\My Network

Your network connects you to other Delicious users: friends, family, co-workers, even new people you run across while exploring Delicious. It is a "people aggregator", collecting your favourite users' latest bookmarks in one place for you to view and enjoy. You can view and manage your network by going to your Network. 

Add the username your tutor has given you to your network. You can add the usernames of other people later.

for

You can use a special for: tag to send bookmarks to other del.icio.us users. Now that you’ve begun to add other users to your network, you will notice that one of the tags del.icio.us offers you when you are posting new links is for:<username> where username is one of the users in your network (including the username of your module). You can check the links others may have created for you through your message Inbox (top-right corner).
Sign out
Not surprisingly, this will log you out of the del.icio.us service.

…and finally

This document introduces del.icio.us. Other web based description and discussion of its value and how to use it can be found at the following locations.

A blog entry with a basic tutorial on del.icio.us can be found at: 
http://www.beelerspace.com/index.php?p=890
A blog entry on del.icio.us and how it is a useful tool can be found at: 
Top 10 Ways to Use del.icio.us
Finally, a screen cast (i.e. an animated screen capture with spoken commentary) showing how del.icio.us can be used can be found at: 
Social Bookmarking in Plain English
I hope you have found this introduction to del.icio.us useful. It is based on the 2005 work released under Creative Common Licensing by David Muir of Strathclyde which was, in turn adapted from Furl, Furled, Furling by Jim Wenzlof.
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